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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN ERITREA 

REF: DHAHRAN 525 

1 . AMBASSADOR SHOULD DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING 
TO PRINCE SAUD'S EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT ERITREA AND 
HIS QUERY ABOUT U.S. REACTION TO POSSIBLE SOVIET AND 

CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN LARGE-SCALE MILITARY ACTION IN ERITREA. 
FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS ARE INTENDED BOTH TO BRING SAG 
UP TO DATE ON OUR UNDERSTANDING OF EVENTS IN THE HORN AND 
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TO EMPHASIZE OUR DESIRE TO MAINTAIN THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
CONSULTATION WITH THE SAUDI ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. 

2. U.S. IS WATCHING CLOSELY DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA AND 
ELSEWHERE WHICH HAVE A BEARING ON THE SITUATION IN ERITREA. 

THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE USE OF 
FOREIGN TROOPS IN ERITREA DURING HIS VISIT TO LAGOS EARLIER 
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THIS MONTH, AND THE SECRETARY AT THE RECENT CENTO MEETING 
IN LONDON UNDERSCORED OUR OPPOSITION TO THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
ROLE IN AFRICA. WE HAVE ALREADY MADE IT CLEAR IN PUBLIC 
THAT WE FULLY SUPPORT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN ERITREA, 

WHETHER THROUGH MEDIATION, NEGOTIATION OR OTHER MEANS, 
WHICH BRINGS ABOUT A RESULT ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH ETHIOPIA 
AND THE ERITREANS. WE WOULD HOPE SAUDIS COULD PLAY 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN SUPPORTING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION AND 
WOULD LIKE THEIR ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS AND HOW WE 
MIGHT BEST PROCEED TO FOSTER ONE. 

3. THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT BOTH SOVIETS 
AND THE CUBANS RECOGNIZE THAT MILITARY INTERVENTION BY 
THEM IN ERITREA WOULD BE A GREAT DEAL MORE DIFFICULT TO 
JUSTIFY THAN THEIR ROLE IN THE OGADEN, WHICH COULD BE 
CLAIMED TO BE AID TO A FRIENDLY COUNTRY WHICH HAD BEEN 
INVADED. BOTH SOVIETS AND CUBANS HAVE GIVEN INDICATIONS 
OF THEIR PREFERENCE FOR A NEGOTIATED OR MEDIATED END TO 
THE ERITREAN PROBLEM. IT IS, HOWEVER, EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL 
THAT MENGISTU IS PREPARED TO ABANDON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CRUSHING THE ERITREAN REVOLT MILITARILY. HE IS UNDOUBT- 
EDLY PRESSING THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS TO SUPPORT SUCH AN 
EFFORT WITH A SPECIFIC COMMITMENT OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS 
TO THE ERITREAN CONFLICT. WHILE BOTH THE SOVIETS AND 

THE CUBANS HAVE A CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT, BOTH 
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POLITICAL AND MATERIAL, TO PROTECT IN ETHIOPIA AND 
CLEARLY IDENTIFY THEIR INTERESTS WITH THOSE OF THE 
MENGISTU REGIME, THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THEY MAY 
BE RESISTING HIS PRESSURES. 

4. WHILE WE HAVE SEEN EVIDENCE OF INDIVIDUAL CUBANS IN 
ERITREA FOR SOME TIME, INDEED WELL BEFORE THE END OF THE 
OGADEN FIGHTING, WE HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THE PRESENCE IN 
ERITREA TO DATE OF CUBAN COMBAT UNITS. THERE HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIAN TROOPS FROM THE OGADEN 
TO ERITREA, BUT IT IS NOT YET CLEAR THAT CUBAN COMBAT 
TROOPS ARE MOVING IN THE SAME DIRECTION. OF COURSE, 

THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS IN THE OGADEN 
FACILITIES THE RELEASE OF ETHIOPIAN FORCES FROM THAT 
THEATER FOR USE IN ERITREA. 

5. THE CUBANS, MOREOVER, WHILE PERFECTLY CAPABLE OF 
IGNORING MOST WORLD OPINION, DO SET CONSIDERABLE STORE 
BY THEIR RELATIONS WITH SO-CALLED "PROGRESSIVE" ARAB 
STATES AND BY THEIR OWN STANDING IN THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT (NAM). WE HAVE REPORTS THAT SOME COUNTRIES 
IN THESE CATEGORIES HAVE MADE CLEAR TO THE CUBANS THAT 
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DIRECT CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ERITREA WOULD BE COSTLY TO 
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THESE COUNTRIES AND MIGHT BE A 
DISRUPTIVE FACTOR WITHIN THE NAM. WE ARE DOING WHAT 
WE CAN DISCREETLY TO ENCOURAGE SUCH APPROACHES TO THE 
CUBANS BOTH THROUGH OUR PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH FOCUS 

WORLD ATTENTION ON THE ISSUE AND IN PRIVATE IN WAYS 
WHICH WILL NOT JEOPARDIZE THE APPROACHES BY HAVING AN 
AMERICAN LABEL APPEAR ON THEM. 

6. THERE IS ALSO GROUNDS FOR THE BELIEF THAT THE CUBANS 
MIGHT BE DISSUADED FROM MILITARY INTERVENTION IN ERITREA 
IF IT IS MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO THEM THAT SUCH INTER- 
VENTION IN ERITREA WILL EARN THEM OPPROBRIUM IN AFRICA. 
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THERE HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOME AFRICAN EXPRESSIONS ALONG 
THESE LINES AND WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY PRINCE SAUD'S INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT POTENTIAL AFRICAN SUPPORT FOR THE ERITREANS 
TO BELIEVE THAT MORE WILL BE PREPARED TO DO LIKEWISE. 

7. DESPITE THE INDICATIONS OUTLINED ABOVE THAT DIRECT 
SOVIET/CUBAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN ERITREA MAY NOT 
OCCUR, WE ARE ALSO TAKING STEPS TO BOLSTER OUR FRIENDS 
IN THE PERIPHERY OF ETHIOPIA SHOULD SUCH INVOLVEMENT OR 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THAT APPEAR TO ENDANGER THEIR 
SECURITY OCCUR. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED WORD THAT SOMALI 
PRESIDENT SIAD IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE CONDITIONS WE 
NEED IN ORDER TO INITIATE AN ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOMALIA. WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING HIS WRITTEN 
ASSURANCES. WE HAVE MADE THE FIRST DELIVERIES OF F-5 
AIRCRAFT TO KENYA AND A MILITARY SURVEY TEAM HAS JUST 
RETURNED FROM THERE TO MAKE THEIR REPORT ON KENYA'S NEEDS. 
IN ADDITION TO THE C-130'S FOR THE SUDAN, ON WHICH 
DELIVERY HAS ALREADY BEGUN, WE ARE NEARING THE END OF 
THE CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION PERIOD FOR THE F-5 SALE 

TO SUDAN AND WE ARE, IN FACT, STUDYING WAYS IN WHICH 
WE MIGHT EXPEDITE OUR MILITARY SUPPORT FOR SUDAN. WE 
FEEL THAT THESE MEASURES WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT SOVIET/ 
CUBAN INFLUENCE IN THE HORN WILL BE PREVENTED FROM 
EXPANDING BEYOND THE BORDERS OF ETHIOPIA WHERE, UNFORTU- 
NATELY, THE ATMOSPHERE AT PRESENT DOES NOT ENCOURAGE 
THE HOPE THAT SOVIET/CUBAN INFLUENCE CAN BE EASILY OR 
SOON DISLODGED. 

8. DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S STOP IN JIDDA ON 
HIS RETURN FROM HIS MISSION TO MOGADISCIO, HE AND DEPUTY 
MINISTER MANSOURI DISCUSSED THE DESIRABILITY OF US-SAUDI 
CONSULTATIONS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA AND THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ROLE THERE. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO SUCH CONSUL- 
TATIONS IN US WITH APPROPRIATE-LEVEL SAUDI OFFICIALS 
AT AN EARLY DATE CONVENIENT FOR THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. 

IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S 
VISIT THAT THE SAUDIS THOUGHT THAT MANSOURI WOULD 
REPRESENT SAG AT THESE CONSULTATIONS. IF THAT REMAINS SAG'S 
WISH, MOOSE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH MANSOURI SHORTLY TO AR- 
RANGE A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME TO MEET IN WASHINGTON. CHRISTOPHER 
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REF: DHAHRAN 525 

1 . AMBASSADOR SHOULD DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING 
TO PRINCE SAUD'S EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT ERITREA AND 
HIS QUERY ABOUT U.S. REACTION TO POSSIBLE SOVIET AND 

CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN LARGE-SCALE MILITARY ACTION IN ERITREA. 
FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS ARE INTENDED BOTH TO BRING SAG 
UP TO DATE ON OUR UNDERSTANDING OF EVENTS IN THE HORN AND 
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TO EMPHASIZE OUR DESIRE TO MAINTAIN THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
CONSULTATION WITH THE SAUDI ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. 

2. U.S. IS WATCHING CLOSELY DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA AND 
ELSEWHERE WHICH HAVE A BEARING ON THE SITUATION IN ERITREA. 
THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE USE OF 
FOREIGN TROOPS IN ERITREA DURING HIS VISIT TO LAGOS EARLIER 
THIS MONTH, AND THE SECRETARY AT THE RECENT CENTO MEETING 
IN LONDON UNDERSCORED OUR OPPOSITION TO THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
ROLE IN AFRICA. WE HAVE ALREADY MADE IT CLEAR IN PUBLIC 
THAT WE FULLY SUPPORT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN ERITREA, 

WHETHER THROUGH MEDIATION, NEGOTIATION OR OTHER MEANS, 
WHICH BRINGS ABOUT A RESULT ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH ETHIOPIA 
AND THE ERITREANS. WE WOULD HOPE SAUDIS COULD PLAY 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN SUPPORTING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION AND 
WOULD LIKE THEIR ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS AND HOW WE 
MIGHT BEST PROCEED TO FOSTER ONE. 

3. THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT BOTH SOVIETS 
AND THE CUBANS RECOGNIZE THAT MILITARY INTERVENTION BY 
THEM IN ERITREA WOULD BE A GREAT DEAL MORE DIFFICULT TO 
JUSTIFY THAN THEIR ROLE IN THE OGADEN, WHICH COULD BE 
CLAIMED TO BE AID TO A FRIENDLY COUNTRY WHICH HAD BEEN 
INVADED. BOTH SOVIETS AND CUBANS HAVE GIVEN INDICATIONS 
OF THEIR PREFERENCE FOR A NEGOTIATED OR MEDIATED END TO 
THE ERITREAN PROBLEM. IT IS, HOWEVER, EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL 
THAT MENGISTU IS PREPARED TO ABANDON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CRUSHING THE ERITREAN REVOLT MILITARILY. HE IS UNDOUBT- 
EDLY PRESSING THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS TO SUPPORT SUCH AN 
EFFORT WITH A SPECIFIC COMMITMENT OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS 
TO THE ERITREAN CONFLICT. WHILE BOTH THE SOVIETS AND 

THE CUBANS HAVE A CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT, BOTH 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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POLITICAL AND MATERIAL, TO PROTECT IN ETHIOPIA AND 
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CLEARLY IDENTIFY THEIR INTERESTS WITH THOSE OF THE 
MENGISTU REGIME, THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THEY MAY 
BE RESISTING HIS PRESSURES. 

4. WHILE WE HAVE SEEN EVIDENCE OF INDIVIDUAL CUBANS IN 
ERITREA FOR SOME TIME, INDEED WELL BEFORE THE END OF THE 
OGADEN FIGHTING, WE HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THE PRESENCE IN 
ERITREA TO DATE OF CUBAN COMBAT UNITS. THERE HAS BREN 
CONSIDERABLE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIAN TROOPS FROM THE OGADEN 
TO ERITREA, BUT IT IS NOT YET CLEAR THAT CUBAN COMBAT 
TROOPS ARE MOVING IN THE SAME DIRECTION. OF COURSE, 

THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS IN THE OGADEN 
FACILITIES THE RELEASE OF ETHIOPIAN FORCES FROM THAT 
THEATER FOR USE IN ERITREA. 

5. THE CUBANS, MOREOVER, WHILE PERFECTLY CAPABLE OF 
IGNORING MOST WORLD OPINION, DO SET CONSIDERABLE STORE 
BY THEIR RELATIONS WITH SO-CALLED "PROGRESSIVE" ARAB 
STATES AND BY THEIR OWN STANDING IN THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT (NAM). WE HAVE REPORTS THAT SOME COUNTRIES 
IN THESE CATEGORIES HAVE MADE CLEAR TO THE CUBANS THAT 
DIRECT CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ERITREA WOULD BE COSTLY TO 
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THESE COUNTRIES AND MIGHT BE A 
DISRUPTIVE FACTOR WITHIN THE NAM. WE ARE DOING WHAT 
WE CAN DISCREETLY TO ENCOURAGE SUCH APPROACHES TO THE 
CUBANS BOTH THROUGH OUR PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH FOCUS 

WORLD ATTENTION ON THE ISSUE AND IN PRIVATE IN WAYS 
WHICH WILL NOT JEOPARDIZE THE APPROACHES BY HAVING AN 
AMERICAN LABEL APPEAR ON THEM. 

6. THERE IS ALSO GROUNDS FOR THE BELIEF THAT THE CUBANS 
MIGHT BE DISSUADED FROM MILITARY INTERVENTION IN ERITREA 
IF IT IS MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO THEM THAT SUCH INTER- 
VENTION IN ERITREA WILL EARN THEM OPPROBRIUM IN AFRICA. 
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THERE HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOME AFRICAN EXPRESSIONS ALONG 
THESE LINES AND WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY PRINCE SAUD'S INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT POTENTIAL AFRICAN SUPPORT FOR THE ERITREANS 
TO BELIEVE THAT MORE WILL BE PREPARED TO DO LIKEWISE. 

7. DESPITE THE INDICATIONS OUTLINED ABOVE THAT DIRECT 
SOVIET/CUBAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN ERITREA MAY NOT 
OCCUR. WE ARE ALSO TAKING STEPS TO BOLSTER OUR FRIENDS 
IN THE PERIPHERY OF ETHIOPIA SHOULD SUCH INVOLVEMENT OR 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THAT APPEAR TO ENDANGER THEIR 
SECURITY OCCUR. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED WORD THAT SOMALI 
PRESIDENT SIAD IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE CONDITIONS WE 
NEED IN ORDER TO INITIATE AN ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP 
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WITH SOMALIA. WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING HIS WRITTEN 
ASSURANCES. WE HAVE MADE THE FIRST DELIVERIES OF F-5 
AIRCRAFT TO KENYA AND A MILITARY SURVEY TEAM HAS JUST 
RETURNED FROM THERE TO MAKE THEIR REPORT ON KENYA'S NEEDS. 

IN ADDITION TO THE C-130'S FOR THE SUDAN, ON WHICH 
DELIVERY HAS ALREADY BEGUN, WE ARE NEARING THE END OF 
THE CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION PERIOD FOR THE F-5 SALE 
TO SUDAN AND WE ARE, IN FACT, STUDYING WAYS IN WHICH 
WE MIGHT EXPEDITE OUR MILITARY SUPPORT FOR SUDAN. WE 
FEEL THAT THESE MEASURES WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT SOVIET/ 

CUBAN INFLUENCE IN THE HORN WILL BE PREVENTED FROM 
EXPANDING BEYOND THE BORDERS OF ETHIOPIA WHERE, UNFORTU- 
NATELY, THE ATMOSPHERE AT PRESENT DOES NOT ENCOURAGE 
THE HOPE THAT SOVIET/CUBAN INFLUENCE CAN BE EASILY OR 
SOON DISLODGED. 

8. DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S STOP IN JIDDA ON 
HIS RETURN FROM HIS MISSION TO MOGADISCIO, HE AND DEPUTY 
MINISTER MANSOURI DISCUSSED THE DESIRABILITY OF US-SAUDI 
CONSULTATIONS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA AND THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
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ROLE THERE. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO SUCH CONSUL- 
TATIONS IN US WITH APPROPRIATE-LEVEL SAUDI OFFICIALS 
AT AN EARLY DATE CONVENIENT FOR THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. 

IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S 
VISIT THAT THE SAUDIS THOUGHT THAT MANSOURI WOULD 
REPRESENT SAG AT THESE CONSULTATIONS. IF THAT REMAINS SAG'S 
WISH, MOOSE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH MANSOURI SHORTLY TO AR- 
RANGE A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME TO MEET IN WASHINGTON. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PINT, SA, ET 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN ERITREA 

REF: DHAHRAN 525 

1 . AMBASSADOR SHOULD DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING 
TO PRINCE SAUD'S EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT ERITREA AND 
HIS QUERY ABOUT U.S. REACTION TO POSSIBLE SOVIET AND 

CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN LARGE-SCALE MILITARY ACTION IN ERITREA. 
FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS ARE INTENDED BOTH TO BRING SAG 
UP TO DATE ON OUR UNDERSTANDING OF EVENTS IN THE HORN AND 
TO EMPHASIZE OUR DESIRE TO MAINTAIN THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
CONSULTATION WITH THE SAUDI ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. 

2. U.S. IS WATCHING CLOSELY DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA AND 
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ELSEWHERE WHICH HAVE A BEARING ON THE SITUATION IN ERITREA. 
THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE USE OF 
FOREIGN TROOPS IN ERITREA DURING HIS VISIT TO LAGOS EARLIER 
THIS MONTH, AND THE SECRETARY AT THE RECENT CENTO MEETING 
IN LONDON UNDERSCORED OUR OPPOSITION TO THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
ROLE IN AFRICA. WE HAVE ALREADY MADE IT CLEAR IN PUBLIC 
THAT WE FULLY SUPPORT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN ERITREA, 

WHETHER THROUGH MEDIATION, NEGOTIATION OR OTHER MEANS, 
WHICH BRINGS ABOUT A RESULT ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH ETHIOPIA 
AND THE ERITREANS. WE WOULD HOPE SAUDIS COULD PLAY 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN SUPPORTING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION AND 
WOULD LIKE THEIR ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS AND HOW WE 
MIGHT BEST PROCEED TO FOSTER ONE. 
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3. THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT BOTH SOVIETS 
AND THE CUBANS RECOGNIZE THAT MILITARY INTERVENTION BY 
THEM IN ERITREA WOULD BE A GREAT DEAL MORE DIFFICULT TO 
JUSTIFY THAN THEIR ROLE IN THE OGADEN, WHICH COULD BE 
CLAIMED TO BE AID TO A FRIENDLY COUNTRY WHICH HAD BEEN 
INVADED. BOTH SOVIETS AND CUBANS HAVE GIVEN INDICATIONS 
OF THEIR PREFERENCE FOR A NEGOTIATED OR MEDIATED END TO 
THE ERITREAN PROBLEM. IT IS, HOWEVER, EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL 
THAT MENGISTU IS PREPARED TO ABANDON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CRUSHING THE ERITREAN REVOLT MILITARILY. HE IS UNDOUBT- 
EDLY PRESSING THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS TO SUPPORT SUCH AN 
EFFORT WITH A SPECIFIC COMMITMENT OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS 
TO THE ERITREAN CONFLICT. WHILE BOTH THE SOVIETS AND 

THE CUBANS HAVE A CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT, BOTH 
POLITICAL AND MATERIAL, TO PROTECT IN ETHIOPIA AND 
CLEARLY IDENTIFY THEIR INTERESTS WITH THOSE OF THE 
MENGISTU REGIME, THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THEY MAY 
BE RESISTING HIS PRESSURES. 

4. WHILE WE HAVE SEEN EVIDENCE OF INDIVIDUAL CUBANS IN 
ERITREA FOR SOME TIME, INDEED WELL BEFORE THE END OF THE 
OGADEN FIGHTING, WE HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THE PRESENCE IN 
ERITREA TO DATE OF CUBAN COMBAT UNITS. THERE HAS BERN 
CONSIDERABLE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIAN TROOPS FROM THE OGADEN 
TO ERITREA, BUT IT IS NOT YET CLEAR THAT CUBAN COMBAT 
TROOPS ARE MOVING IN THE SAME DIRECTION. OF COURSE, 

THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS IN THE OGADEN 
FACILITIES THE RELEASE OF ETHIOPIAN FORCES FROM THAT 
THEATER FOR USE IN ERITREA. 

5. THE CUBANS, MOREOVER, WHILE PERFECTLY CAPABLE OF 
IGNORING MOST WORLD OPINION, DO SET CONSIDERABLE STORE 
BY THEIR RELATIONS WITH SO-CALLED "PROGRESSIVE" ARAB 
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STATES AND BY THEIR OWN STANDING IN THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT (NAM). WE HAVE REPORTS THAT SOME COUNTRIES 
IN THESE CATEGORIES HAVE MADE CLEAR TO THE CUBANS THAT 
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DIRECT CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ERITREA WOULD BE COSTLY TO 
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THESE COUNTRIES AND MIGHT BE A 
DISRUPTIVE FACTOR WITHIN THE NAM. WE ARE DOING WHAT 
WE CAN DISCREETLY TO ENCOURAGE SUCH APPROACHES TO THE 
CUBANS BOTH THROUGH OUR PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH FOCUS 

WORLD ATTENTION ON THE ISSUE AND IN PRIVATE IN WAYS 
WHICH WILL NOT JEOPARDIZE THE APPROACHES BY HAVING AN 
AMERICAN LABEL APPEAR ON THEM. 

6. THERE IS ALSO GROUNDS FOR THE BELIEF THAT THE CUBANS 
MIGHT BE DISSUADED FROM MILITARY INTERVENTION IN ERITREA 
IF IT IS MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO THEM THAT SUCH INTER- 
VENTION IN ERITREA WILL EARN THEM OPPROBRIUM IN AFRICA. 
THERE HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOME AFRICAN EXPRESSIONS ALONG 
THESE LINES AND WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY PRINCE SAUD'S INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT POTENTIAL AFRICAN SUPPORT FOR THE ERITREANS 
TO BELIEVE THAT MORE WILL BE PREPARED TO DO LIKEWISE. 

7. DESPITE THE INDICATIONS OUTLINED ABOVE THAT DIRECT 
SOVIET/CUBAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN ERITREA MAY NOT 
OCCUR, WE ARE ALSO TAKING STEPS TO BOLSTER OUR FRIENDS 
IN THE PERIPHERY OF ETHIOPIA SHOULD SUCH INVOLVEMENT OR 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THAT APPEAR TO ENDANGER THEIR 
SECURITY OCCUR. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED WORD THAT SOMALI 
PRESIDENT SIAD IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE CONDITIONS WE 
NEED IN ORDER TO INITIATE AN ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOMALIA. WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING HIS WRITTEN 
ASSURANCES. WE HAVE MADE THE FIRST DELIVERIES OF F-5 
AIRCRAFT TO KENYA AND A MILITARY SURVEY TEAM HAS JUST 
RETURNED FROM THERE TO MAKE THEIR REPORT ON KENYA'S NEEDS. 
IN ADDITION TO THE C-130'S FOR THE SUDAN, ON WHICH 
DELIVERY HAS ALREADY BEGUN, WE ARE NEARING THE END OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION PERIOD FOR THE F-5 SALE 
TO SUDAN AND WE ARE, IN FACT, STUDYING WAYS IN WHICH 
WE MIGHT EXPEDITE OUR MILITARY SUPPORT FOR SUDAN. WE 
FEEL THAT THESE MEASURES WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT SOVIET/ 
CUBAN INFLUENCE IN THE HORN WILL BE PREVENTED FROM 
EXPANDING BEYOND THE BORDERS OF ETHIOPIA WHERE, UNFORTU- 
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NATELY, THE ATMOSPHERE AT PRESENT DOES NOT ENCOURAGE 
THE HOPE THAT SOVIET/CUBAN INFLUENCE CAN BE EASILY OR 
SOON DISLODGED. 

8. DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S STOP IN JIDDA ON 
HIS RETURN FROM HIS MISSION TO MOGADISCIO, HE AND DEPUTY 
MINISTER MANSOURI DISCUSSED THE DESIRABILITY OF US-SAUDI 
CONSULTATIONS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA AND THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
ROLE THERE. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO SUCH CONSUL- 
TATIONS IN US WITH APPROPRIATE-LEVEL SAUDI OFFICIALS 
AT AN EARLY DATE CONVENIENT FOR THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. 

IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE'S 
VISIT THAT THE SAUDIS THOUGHT THAT MANSOURI WOULD 
REPRESENT SAG AT THESE CONSULTATIONS. IF THAT REMAINS SAG'S 
WISH, MOOSE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH MANSOURI SHORTLY TO AR- 
RANGE A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME TO MEET IN WASHINGTON. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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